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And the winners are...
FSB scoured the country for towns that combine a great business environment with alluring leisure offerings. We looked
al economic conditions such as local taxes rates alongside natural beauty - and easy access to museums, hungry
gamefish, and more.
Are job worries tempting you to start your own company? We canvassed the country to find towns
with the best mix of business advantages and lifestyle appeal. Check out our 100 top picks and

find the perfect place to buiid your dream.
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Besides lakeside activities such as boaling and fishing. the area downlown busties with restaurants, boutiques, and

art galieries. Thera's also the Mall of Georgis, the largest in the Southeast, with 15 million visilors a vear. -Fafer
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httpi/lmoney.cnn.comfaalleries/2008/fs /080 aallery best places o launch.fab/3.htmi

For More information on the Buford Business Alliance:

www VisitBuford.com
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Buford is No. 3 on list of top U.S. cities

By Rebecca McCarthy
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Published on: 04/01/08

With its small, well-funded school system, proximity to Lake Lanier and easy accessibility, Buford has enjoyed steady commercial and

residential growth for years,
Now, the city of 13,676 people has been named the third best place in the country in which io live and launchk a business.

The designation was given by CNNMoney.com, a setvice provided by CAN, Money and Foriune. No.
tand 2 on the list are Bellevue, Wash,, and Georgetown, Texas. The national survey done by Fortune Small Business listed only one

other Georgia city - Savannah, at No, 99.

"I's great, but we like to stay hid," said longtime City Commission Chairman Philip Beard. "We think we're the best-kept secret around

and we'd like o keep i that way. But somebody got out of Buford with that information.”

Forture Small Business looked for places that "combine a great business environment with alluring leisure offerings.” Lake Lanier,

affordable housing, safe neighborhoods and a mix of artists and business people make the city aftractive, the report said.

‘I tall to people in other parts of the country, and they talk about the crime and how expensive it is {o live, but we don't have the crime
and expense here,” said artist Mavis Stevens, a Buford resident. *There's a wonderful biend of a hometown and a sophisticated city ail

in one that's completely welcoming lo artists.”

Buford has an abundant supply of entrepreneurs and, as part of Gwinnett, offers tax incentives o various businesses. The report

credits the Buford Business Aliance for bringing members together o network and support towism.

"Some businesses have done extremely well, and we're happy it's worked out that way,” Beard said. "We're still selling commercial

ermits for new buildings and husiness licenses. They're still lined up, and we haven't seen a decrease yet.”
p y

The Buford City Schoots drew artist Barbara McGuire and her family to the area. She selis her unique jewely at Carisma, a gallery on

Main Street. The report mentioned the city's renovaied downiown.

"There's a huge opportunity here because cf the ability to be a start-up business,” McGuire said. "You can use your imagination and
bagin refatively easily, but you need to he a destination business to do well.”

> To read the CNNMoney.com report about Buford, go to:

hitp://money.cnn.com/galleries/2008/fsh/0803/gallery best_places_to_launch.fsbi3.htmi

For more information on the Buford Business Alilance go to: www. VisitBuford.com
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